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Matilda, almost 5, loves 
making art, singing, 
dancing, and using 
her imagination. She 
also enjoys playing 
with friends, watching 
movies, and dancing 
with her family.

Photo taken by Jenny 
Rhea Photography.
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The June issue of Austin Family 
magazine features stories guiding 
families through celebration, learning, 
and connection. It includes Daddy Life: 
Less Rushing, More Dancing, inspiring 
fathers; Splash Smart: Austin Lake Safety 
Guide, highlighting ways to safely enjoy 
local lakes; 6 Secrets to Summer Learning 
Success, encouraging lifelong learning; 
and Separate Trips, Stronger Family?, 
exploring whether different vacation 
experiences can strengthen family 
bonds.

During this Father’s Day season, the 
United States prepares for its 250th 
birthday, and Texans plan for a 
memorable Independence Day and 
summer of celebration. As families travel, 
they explore destinations celebrated in 
America the Beautiful while reflecting on 
history, freedom, and traditions uniting 
the nation from sea to shining sea.

For my family, June marks birthday 
season, a time for honoring fathers and 
celebrating the Fourth of July. Most of 
my family members were born in June. 
However, one brother arrived a little late 
and shares America’s birthday on July 
4. He serves in the Air Force, continuing 
a five-generation military tradition. 
This Father’s Day, I am grateful for our 
Founding Fathers and the legacy of 
liberty they established.

As we look ahead to the nation’s 250th 
birthday, we invite families to share 
photos and memories with us on 
Austin Family magazine’s Instagram 
and Facebook pages, @ATX_Family, 
throughout 2026.

Editor’s Note
CELESTE DIANNE WADE
Wade is a writer, a public speaker, and a popular health coach in Austin.  
The eldest of seven children, she loves travel adventures with family.
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Hutto’s Hooky Named Among World’s Top 20 Cinemas 
While Delighting Local Families

Just outside Austin in Hutto, a growing 
family entertainment destination is gaining 
global recognition while becoming a 
local favorite for all ages. Hooky Hutto has 
been named to Boxoffice Pro’s inaugural 
Blue Ribbon list, an international honor 
recognizing excellence in cinema design, 
technology, and operations. The venue is 
one of only 20 cinemas selected worldwide 
and just two in Texas to receive the 
distinction.

The recognition comes as Hooky 
approaches its first anniversary. The 54,000-square-foot entertainment complex 
was chosen from entries spanning more than 45 countries, reflecting its blend of 
traditional moviegoing and interactive, family-friendly experiences.

Inside, guests will find eight auditoriums, including premium large-format IMAX and 
SDX screens with advanced presentation technology and floor-to-ceiling visuals 
designed for immersive viewing. Beyond the theaters, the venue is built for all-day 
family entertainment.

Visitors can enjoy a 5,500-square-foot arcade featuring classic and modern games 
or head to a 12-lane bowling alley for group fun. Dining is integrated throughout 
the experience, with QR-code ordering that delivers chef-inspired meals directly to 
seats.

With movies, games, bowling, and dining under one roof, Hooky has quickly 
become a destination for families, teens, and adults to gather. Its global recognition 
highlights a broader shift in entertainment toward all-in-one venues designed for 
connection, comfort, and shared experiences.

3
Number of major lakes within 

the City of Austin
Source: www.austintexas.gov

90%
of fathers say being a dad is
a man’s most fulfilling role

Source: www.pewresearch.org

Over $1.2 Trillion
Americans are expected to spend  

on travel to celebrate the  
nation’s 250th birthday on July 4th

Source: www.ustravel.org

By the Numbers

Photo credit Hooky Entertainment.

Baldwin Elementary Student Earns State Art Contest Honor

Austin fifth-grader Yueran Lang of Baldwin Elementary School earned first 
runner-up honors in the statewide Take Care of Texas Kids Art Contest, 
organized by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality. Lang 
competed in the fourth- and fifth-grade division and will receive an iPad.

More than 2,500 students in kindergarten through fifth grade submitted 
artwork illustrating ways Texans can conserve water and protect clean 
waterways.

The annual contest encourages students to explore environmental 
stewardship through art. Winning entries are featured on the Take Care of 
Texas website. Contest prizes were provided by the Texas Chemistry Council.
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New YMCA Campus to Expand Family 
Wellness, Childcare, and Recreation in 

Northwest Austin

Greater Austin YMCA has announced 
an $18 million total commitment from 
The Schmetterling Foundation, led by 
philanthropists Colleen and Jim Clark, 
advancing construction of the future 
Schmetterling YMCA campus in the Four 
Points area. The investment will expand 
access to family wellness, childcare, and 
recreation in Northwest Austin.

The funding includes a new $15 million 
gift, building on an earlier $3 million 
contribution that supported YMCA 
Tomorrow Academy. Together, the 

investments accelerate development of a full-scale campus at 8300 N. FM 620, serving one of Central Texas’ fastest-
growing family corridors.

As the Four Points area continues to grow, demand has increased for childcare, youth programs, fitness options, and 
community spaces. The new campus is designed to serve children, teens, adults, and older adults in one connected 
destination focused on health and connection.

The earlier gift helped open YMCA Tomorrow Academy in March 2025, an early childhood education program for 
children ages 6 weeks through 5 years. The academy uses the YMCA’s Playing to Learn curriculum with emphasis on 
early literacy, STEM, creative arts, nature-based learning, and family engagement.

The latest commitment completes the construction phase of the project, which is expected to open in late 2028. Planned 
features include an aquatics complex, courts for basketball and pickleball, indoor fitness and wellness spaces, youth 
maker areas, drop-in childcare, coworking space, and community gathering areas across a nine-acre site.

Photo credit Greater Austin YMCA.

Austin ISD Educators Earn Top State Honors

H-E-B honored some of Texas’ top educators during the 2026 H-E-B 
Excellence in Education Awards ceremony in Houston, awarding 
$480,000 in cash and grants to teachers, counselors, principals, school 
districts, and early childhood programs across the state.

Among the statewide winners were two Austin ISD teachers recognized 
for their leadership and dedication in the classroom. Megan Vasquez of 
Herman Becker Elementary School received the Elementary Leadership 
Award, which honors educators with 10 to 20 years of experience. The 
award includes $10,000 for the teacher and a $10,000 grant for the 
school.

Alasin DeVeny of Joslin Elementary School earned the Elementary 
Lifetime Achievement Award, recognizing more than 20 years of service 
in education. DeVeny received $25,000 personally, along with a $25,000 
grant for the school.

The annual awards program, established in 2002, has distributed 
nearly $15 million to Texas educators and schools. Winners are selected 
through a statewide nomination and judging process involving 
university students, former recipients, administrators, and community 
leaders.

Alasin DeVeny of Joslin Elementary 
School. Photo credit H-E-B, LP. 

Megan Vasquez of Herman Becker 
Elementary School. Photo credit H-E-B, LP. 
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If your child needs extra support this 
summer, you are not alone. Many 
students benefit from extra time to 
strengthen foundational skills, prepare 
for the next grade level, or rebuild 
confidence after a difficult school year. 
The good news is that summer learning 
does not have to feel miserable. With 
the right mindset and structure, your 
child can make meaningful progress 
while still enjoying summer break.

Secret 1: Set a Positive Tone

Children are incredibly perceptive. 
Even when parents say little, kids often 
pick up on feelings of disappointment, 
stress, or worry. If summer learning is 
framed negatively, children may begin 
to see themselves as failures instead of 
learners who simply need more support.

That is why the tone you set matters.

Needing academic help over the 
summer means they are getting extra 
time to strengthen skills before a new 
school year begins. The more positively 
you communicate that message, the 
more likely your child will internalize it.

Simple statements can help shift the 
narrative: 

“This is your chance to make next year 
feel easier.”

“You are getting a head start before 
school even begins.”

“You are building skills now so you can 
feel more confident later.”

When children view summer learning 
as preparation rather than punishment, 
resistance often decreases, and 
motivation improves.

Secret 2: Validate Their Feelings

Even with a positive approach, your 
child may still feel frustrated about 
spending part of the summer doing 
schoolwork while friends relax. Those 
feelings are understandable.

Parents often rush to reassure children 
or convince them to “look on the bright 
side,” but validation is usually more 
effective. When kids feel heard, they are 
more likely to cooperate and less likely 
to shut down emotionally.

Try responses such as:

“I understand why you feel 
disappointed.” 

“It makes sense that this feels unfair.”

“I know you would rather be doing 
something else right now.”

Validation simply means 
acknowledging your child’s emotions 
without dismissing them.

Some children may also struggle with 
embarrassment, comparison, or self-
doubt. Parents can help by reminding 
children that everyone learns differently 
and at different speeds. Sharing 
examples from your own life can also 
normalize the experience. Kids benefit 
from hearing that persistence matters 
more than perfection.

Secret 3: Set Realistic Expectations

Summer motivation is naturally lower, 
and children still need time to rest and 
recharge before a new academic year 
begins. Rather than expecting hours of 
nonstop focus, aim for consistency and 
manageable chunks of work.

A helpful guideline is about 10 minutes 
of focused work per grade level. For 
example, a second grader may work 
well in 20-minute blocks, while a fifth 
grader may handle 50-minute  
 
 

LEARNING

6 Secrets to Summer 
Learning Success

The Learning Curve
ALISON BOGLE
Bogle is a writer living in Austin with her husband 
and three children. A former fourth grade 
teacher, she now enjoys writing about children 
and education. You can also catch her talking 
about articles from Austin Family magazine each 
Thursday morning on FOX 7 Austin.
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sessions. Frequent breaks are essential, 
especially for younger children.

Children are often more cooperative 
when they know exactly when learning 
will begin and end. A predictable 
schedule helps reduce anxiety and 
resistance because kids can see that 
free time and fun are still part of the day.

Secret 4: Don’t Recreate School at Home

If summer learning feels exactly like 
regular school, motivation can disappear 
quickly. Instead, look for ways to make 
learning feel lighter, more flexible, and 
even enjoyable. A little creativity can 
make a major difference.

If your child is an early riser, consider 
finishing academic work in the morning 
so the rest of the day stays open for 
summer activities. Move lessons outside 
to a shaded patio or picnic table. 
Incorporate quick movement breaks, 
games, snacks, or pool trips between 
assignments.

Whenever possible, protect large portions 
of the day for genuine summer fun. 

Secret 5: Give Kids Some Control

Children are more cooperative when 
they feel ownership over the process. 
While parents still provide structure, 
offering choices can reduce power 
struggles and increase participation.

Consider allowing your child to choose 
which subject to tackle first, where they 
want to work, when they take breaks, or 
which reward they work toward. Older 
children may also benefit from helping 
create weekly goals or define what 
success looks like for them.

Even small choices can help children feel 
more capable and invested.

Secret 6: Watch for Burnout

Even with a thoughtful plan, summer 
academics can become emotionally 
draining. Parents should watch for signs 
that a child is becoming overwhelmed, 
including increased irritability, 
procrastination, emotional outbursts, or 
declining confidence.

Challenger School offers uniquely fun and academic classes 
for preschool to eighth-grade students. Our students learn to 
think for themselves and to value independence.

Avery Ranch (PS–G8)  (512) 341-8000 
15101 Avery Ranch Boulevard, Austin

Round Rock (PS–K)  (512) 255-8844 
1521 Joyce Lane, Round Rock

Spicewood Springs (PS–K)  (512) 258-1299
13015 Pond Springs Road, Austin

Scan to schedule a tour.

Unmatched Academic Results
Come tour a campus and see for yourself!

© 2026, Challenger Schools   
Challenger School admits students of any race, color, and national or ethnic origin. 

An independent private school offering preschool  
through eighth grade

If burnout appears, pushing harder 
usually backfires. Instead, consider 
shortening the day, extending breaks, 
or taking a full day off to reset.

Motivation also improves when 
children have something enjoyable 
to anticipate. Small rewards can help 
maintain momentum without turning 
every assignment into a negotiation. 

At the end of the summer, try not to 
measure success solely by completed 
worksheets or finished assignments. 
Academic growth matters, but 
emotional growth matters, too. A child 
who starts the school year feeling more 
confident, capable, and resilient has 
already made meaningful progress. 
That confidence may end up being the 
most valuable lesson of all.

https://www.challengerschool.com
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comfortable in the water is critical. 
Children should learn more than basic 
swim strokes. They also need survival 
skills, including floating, treading water, 
staying calm, and safely reaching the 
side of a pool or dock.

Many water emergencies begin when 
a child panics. Kids who suddenly 
realize they cannot touch the bottom 
may become frightened and forget 
basic swimming skills. Regular 
exposure to safe, supervised swimming 
environments helps children gain 
confidence and better understand how 
to react in deep water.

Parents should also remember that 
swim lessons do not make children 
“drown-proof.” Even experienced 
swimmers require close supervision, 
especially in lakes and rivers where 
currents, waves, and visibility can 
change quickly.

•	 Life Jackets Save Lives

If your family plans to spend time 
on Lady Bird Lake or Lake Travis this 
summer, properly fitted life jackets are 
essential.

Texas law requires children younger 
than 13 to wear a U.S. Coast Guard-
approved life jacket while aboard a 
recreational vessel under 26 feet long. 
The life jacket must be worn at all times, 
not simply carried on the boat.

From Barton Springs Pool to Lake Travis, 
summer in Austin revolves around 
swimming, boating, paddleboarding, 
and long days spent near the water. For 
many families, those lake trips become 
favorite summer memories. However, 
parents know that fun in the sun also 
comes with responsibility.

Teaching children to swim is one of the 
most important safety steps families 
can take, but water safety involves 
much more than swim lessons or 
putting life jackets on children before 
heading to the lake. Even strong 
swimmers can struggle in unfamiliar 
conditions, panic in deep water, or 
overestimate their abilities. Before your 
family heads out this summer, take 
time to review water safety basics and 
create a plan that keeps everyone 
protected.

•	 Swim Lessons Are Essential

In the Texas heat, families often 
feel there are only two places to be 
during the summer: indoors with air 
conditioning or outside in the water. 
Because pools, lakes, rivers, and splash 
pads are such a major part of life in 
Central Texas, swim lessons should be 
considered essential for children.

Whether your child attends group 
lessons at the YMCA, works with a 
private instructor, or practices at 
a neighborhood pool, becoming 

HEALTH

Parents should avoid relying on 
inflatable water wings or pool floaties. 
These products are toys, not safety 
devices, and they can create a false 
sense of security for children and adults 
alike.

A child’s life jacket should fit snugly 
without being uncomfortable. Test the 
fit by gently lifting the shoulders of the 
jacket. If it rises above the child’s ears 
or chin, it is too large. Children should 
also practice wearing life jackets before 
a lake outing so they feel comfortable 
moving and swimming in them.

Adults can set a strong example by 
wearing life jackets as well. Children 
are far more likely to follow safety rules 
when parents model the same behavior.

•	 Designate a Water Watcher

One of the most common causes of 
water accidents is confusion about who 
is supervising the children.

At pools, lakes, beaches, and on 
boats, families should assign one 
adult to actively watch the kids at all 
times. This “water watcher” should 
avoid distractions, including phones, 
conversations, reading, or alcohol.

When multiple adults are present, it is 
easy to assume someone else is paying 
attention. Unfortunately, accidents 
often happen during these moments of 

Splash Smart: Austin 
Lake Safety Guide

Lifelines
CATHERINE MICHALK
Michalk is a native Austinite, writer, and mom of 
three. You can follow her family’s adventures at 
www.catherinemichalk.com.
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uncertainty. Experts note that drowning 
is usually silent and can happen in less 
than a minute.

Parents can make supervision easier by 
rotating responsibilities throughout the 
day. If the designated watcher needs a 
break, another adult should clearly take 
over before attention shifts away from 
the water.

This becomes especially important 
when swimming from a boat. Unlike 
pools, lake water is darker, deeper, and 
harder to monitor. Children jumping off 
anchored boats can quickly drift farther 
away than expected, especially when 
wind or waves increase.

•	 Pools and Lakes Are Very Different

Many children feel confident in 
swimming pools but become nervous 
in open water, and that reaction is 
completely normal.

Pools provide clear water, visible edges, 
and predictable conditions. Lakes are 
different. Water may be murky, deep, 
cold, or filled with vegetation and debris. 
Boats can rock unexpectedly, and 
children may not be able to see the 
bottom beneath them.

Even strong swimmers may feel anxious 
the first time they jump from a boat 
or swim in open water. Parents should 
discuss these differences ahead of 
time and reassure children that feeling 
uneasy is OK.

Families can help children adjust 
gradually by staying close together, 
practicing with life jackets, and entering 
the water slowly before trying more 
adventurous activities.

•	 Watch the Weather

Anyone who has spent time in Central 
Texas knows the weather can shift 
quickly. A sunny morning can become 
stormy within minutes.

When boating or swimming, families 
should monitor weather conditions 
throughout the day. Wind can create 
rough water that is dangerous for young 
swimmers, while sudden storms can 
reduce visibility and make boating 
hazardous.

Lightning is especially dangerous on 
lakes. If thunder is heard, families should 
head to shore immediately rather than 
waiting for rain to begin.

Parents should also consider recent 
weather patterns. Heavy rain can 
increase bacteria levels, stir up debris, 
and create stronger currents in lakes 
and rivers.

Checking forecasts and local water 
conditions before leaving home can 
help families avoid dangerous surprises.

•	 Make Safe Summer Memories

Austin families are fortunate to live near 
beautiful lakes, pools, and swimming 
areas that make summer unforgettable. 
With preparation, supervision, and smart 

safety habits, parents can confidently 
enjoy everything the season has to offer.

Start conversations with children now 
about water expectations, boating rules, 
and safe swimming behavior. The more 
familiar kids become with water safety, 
the more prepared they will be when 
adventure calls.

A safe day on the lake is a fun day on 
the lake, and those summer memories 
can last a lifetime.

14010 N. US HWY 183, SUITE 420 | 512.336.5550 
FOLLOW US @KIDTOKIDAUSTIN

Now buying your kids’ stuff for cash or in-store credit!

FOLLOW US ON OUR SOCIALS
FOR MORE DETAILS!

https://kidtokid.com/location/austin/


Foundational Principles for 
Effective Fatherhood

They say the devil is in the details. 
I prefer to think that success and 
failure are in the details. It’s the small 
daily habits we develop over time that 
determine how successful we are in 
any venture, including being a great 
dad. It’s not so much the big events 
as it is the everyday interactions, the 
brief conversations, the consistent 
routines, the tiny gestures of care that 
often go unnoticed but leave lasting 
impressions.

As with everything we strive to 
accomplish, those small daily habits 
shape the relationships we have 
with our children, our spouses, and 
everyone around us. With that in 
mind, let’s explore some foundational 
principles that can help us become 
the dads we aspire to be.

PRINCIPLE 1: IT’S NOT ALL ABOUT YOU

You’ve heard the saying, “He who 
would be greatest among you must 

be servant of all.” Few areas of life 
demonstrate this more clearly than 
parenting and marriage.

One of the greatest gifts you can give 
your children is to live with a happily 
married couple. This creates a sense 
of peace and stability they can’t find 
elsewhere. When children see their 
father caring for their mother, they 
gain not only a model to follow but 
also confidence that the same care 
extends to them.

In today’s society, many men seem to 
believe that their wives and children 
exist to serve them. In reality, the 
opposite is true. The more you take 
your focus off yourself and place it 
on your family, the happier and more 
fulfilled you will be.

Practical ways to do this include 
asking your spouse about her day 
without rushing the answer, helping 
with household tasks without waiting 
to be asked, and prioritizing family 
time over work distractions when 
possible. Children notice these 

acts, and the cumulative effect is 
powerful.

PRINCIPLE 2: DON’T BE EASILY 
OFFENDED

We all know someone who seems 
impossible to please, the person 
who takes offense at every word. We 
see them on television often: loud, 
angry, self-absorbed individuals 
who have forgotten gratitude and 
appreciation.

Walking on eggshells with loved ones 
is exhausting. You likely wouldn’t 
treat your friends this way, so why 
treat your family that way? It’s 
easy to take those closest to us for 
granted, assuming love guarantees 
forgiveness. Unfortunately, that 
patience can wear thin.

As our friend Barney Fife might say, 
nip it in the bud. This principle ties 
directly to the first: it’s not all about 
you. Choosing patience, grace, 
and understanding in your daily 
interactions strengthens family bonds 
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Daddy Life:  Daddy Life:  
Please, More DancingPlease, More Dancing

Feature
ANTON EDWARD COX,  SR.  
Cox is a husband and a father of 6. He is 
passionate about empowering parents to 
build strong, healthy families.
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and sets a healthy example for your 
children.

Being slow to anger also teaches 
resilience. When children see their father 
maintain composure in the face of 
frustration or disagreement, they learn 
how to handle conflict constructively. It’s 
a lesson more valuable than any lecture 
or punishment: emotional stability is 
contagious.

PRINCIPLE 3: BE THE EXAMPLE

Who is responsible for teaching 
your children how to be successful 
adults? Schools provide education, 
and churches can offer guidance, but 
neither is there for every daily moment. 
That responsibility falls largely on you.

It can feel overwhelming at times. We 
have many duties as fathers. Yet, we 
are not merely raising children; we 
are raising adults. Success in this area 
comes not from words alone but from 
consistent actions.

Teaching emotional stability is critical. 
Life will throw obstacles at your 
children, and their ability to respond 
with maturity will shape their future. 
One universal trait of highly successful 
people is resilience, the capacity to 
face setbacks and continue forward. 
Model that behavior. Let your children 
see you maintain composure and 
integrity, even when life is difficult.

Consistency matters. If you promise 
your child you’ll attend a recital or 
help with homework, follow through. 
If you encourage honesty, model 
it even when it’s uncomfortable. 
Children internalize actions far more 
than lectures, and over time, your 
consistent behavior creates the moral 
and emotional framework that guides 
their lives.

PRINCIPLE 4: HAVE SOME MANNERS

To quote the movie Blast from the 
Past: “Good manners are just a way of 
showing other people we have respect 

for them. I didn’t know that; I thought 
it was just a way of acting superior. 
But it turns out a lady or gentleman is 
someone who always tries to make 
sure the people around them are as 
comfortable as possible.”

It’s really that simple. Teaching 
manners is not about rigid rules but 
about respect and consideration for 
others. Words and actions matter. 
Timing matters.

We tried to instill manners in our 
children. Our oldest son later shared 
how his politeness stood out when 
he joined the Air Force. The small 
habit of being considerate gave him 
an advantage that lasted a lifetime. 
Manners are not only about etiquette, 
they are about empathy, respect, and 
emotional intelligence.

Daily practice helps. Encourage your 
children to say “please” and “thank 
you,” greet neighbors, and notice when 
someone is struggling. These small 
acts shape character and create 
ripple effects that extend well beyond 
your household.

PRINCIPLE 5: SMALL HABITS, BIG IMPACT

Being a father is not about occasional 
grand gestures. It’s about the small, 
consistent choices we make each 
day: showing patience, modeling 
emotional stability, and treating 
others with respect. These daily 
habits accumulate into the kind of 
fatherhood that children remember 
long after they’ve grown.

Practical ways to embed these habits 
include: a morning check-in with 
each child, a weekly family night 
without distractions, and small notes 
or messages of encouragement. 
Children remember the attention, 
effort, and presence more than 
anything else.

Fatherhood is a marathon, not a sprint. 
Each day presents opportunities 
to practice these principles. When 

you focus on serving your family, 
being patient, modeling resilience, 
and teaching manners, you build 
relationships that will last a lifetime.

In the end, the details matter. The love, 
patience, and consistency you show 
your children are the foundations 
of the adults they will become. And 
by committing to these principles, 
you become the father you and your 
children can be proud of.
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Daily Habits That Matter
•	 Listen actively to your children
•	 Demonstrate patience in small 

moments
•	 Praise effort, not just outcomes
•	 Model kindness to your spouse 

and others
•	 Follow through on 

commitments

Quick Manners Tips for Kids
•	 Say please and thank you 

consistently
•	 Hold doors open for others
•	 Make eye contact when 

speaking
•	 Practice polite table manners
•	 Notice and acknowledge when 

someone needs help

Handling Offense at Home
•	 Pause before reacting to hurtful 

words
•	 Choose perspective over pride
•	 Remember your family’s love 

is stronger than temporary 
frustration

•	 Focus on the solution, not the 
mistake
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ASO Tuneful Tales

Area Austin Public Libraries  
and H-E-B

JUNE AND JULY
www.austinsymphony.org/education-

community/aso-tuneful-tales
Children and adults can experience the 

magic of the performing arts. This series of 
free concerts and engaging arts experiences is 
designed for families with young children ages 

3 to 10. Presentations feature ASO chamber 
music ensembles in collaboration with 

local storytellers to bring original 
children’s tales to life, plus an 

instrument petting zoo.

Brick Rodeo
Kalahari Resort

JULY 25-26
www.brickrodeo.com

Round up your friends, family, and 
neighbors to see millions of LEGO® bricks 

and custom LEGO models built by LEGO fans. 
Vendors will offer LEGO products you can  

take home to build on your own. Family fun  
for all ages. Enjoy it all at the beautiful  
Kalahari Resort. Buy your tickets now  

before they sell out.

 
Round Rock Express 

Baseball
Dell Diamond

GAMES ALL SUMMER LONG.
www.mlb.com/milb/round-rock

Take me out to the ball game! Round Rock 
Express offers themed giveaways, Kids Day, 
Bark in the Park, the Express Kids Club, and, 
of course, the all-time favorite Friday night 
fireworks. Don’t forget Wednesday’s $1 hot 
dogs. Dell Diamond also has party areas 
available to reserve for groups. They also 

offer Express Camps for kids.

Hooky Entertainment
Hutto

OPEN DAILY, 9 A.M. TO MIDNIGHT.
www.hookyentertainment.com/ 

hutto/home
Get out of your house and into ours! Enjoy 

IMAX, SDX, in-theater dining, bowling, arcade 
games, a restaurant, and private parties. We 

also offer All In Summer Passes, Hooky gift 
cards, and a prize redemption center. We are 

always up to something fun.

Dave and Buster's
North Austin
OPEN DAILY.

www.daveandbusters.com
Discover the ultimate destination for 

sports enthusiasts, foodies, and arcade 
aficionados. Enjoy family-fun entertainment 

with state-of-the-art screens for sports, a 
fun-filled arcade, and mouthwatering food 

selections, from salads to sizzling steaks. 
Check the website for specials.

View the magazine online at www.austinfamily.com 12 June 2026
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ZACH Theater
Downtown Austin

SHOWS JUNE 5 THROUGH  
AUGUST 23 

www.zachtheater.org
Where Austin lights up! There are no bad 
seats in this theater. Three theaters, 100 

years. This summer, you can see Annie, the 
story of an unshakable little orphan; Ignite, 
a revue-style student showcase; and Sally 

& Tom, a play about the complicated, 
often mythologized relationship 
between Thomas Jefferson and 
Sally Hemings. ZACH also offers 

summer camps for kids.

Zilker 
Metropolitan Park

Central Austin
OPEN DAILY.

www.austintexas.gov
What a great way to start off your 

summer: a swim in the three-acre pool fed 
by underground springs at Barton Springs 

Pool. After that, take the kids for a ride on the 
Zilker Eagle Train. Then explore Zilker Botanical 

Garden, Austin Nature & Science Center, 
Beverly S. Sheffield Hillside Theater, Umlauf 

Sculpture Garden, and more. This is an 
awesome adventure for those who want 

to experience the great outdoors in 
the Austin area.

 
Round Rock Express 

Baseball
Dell Diamond

GAMES ALL SUMMER LONG.
www.mlb.com/milb/round-rock

Take me out to the ball game! Round Rock 
Express offers themed giveaways, Kids Day, 
Bark in the Park, the Express Kids Club, and, 
of course, the all-time favorite Friday night 
fireworks. Don’t forget Wednesday’s $1 hot 
dogs. Dell Diamond also has party areas 
available to reserve for groups. They also 

offer Express Camps for kids.

Pins and Wheels 
Austin

OPEN THURSDAY THROUGH 
SUNDAY AND TUESDAY. CLOSED 

MONDAY AND WEDNESDAY.
www.pinsandwheels.com

Voted favorite place to skate by Austin 
Family readers, this venue offers much more. 

Featuring bowling, axe throwing, a huge arcade, 
karaoke, a restaurant, and, of course, a 

skating rink, it is home to one of the biggest, 
smoothest wooden floors in the nation. 
Bring your friends, family, or coworkers 

and enjoy a one-of-a-kind 
entertainment experience, all 

under one roof!

Rock-N-River 
Water Park
Round Rock

OPEN DAILY, EXCEPT WEDNESDAYS.
www.roundrocktexas.gov/city-

departments/parks-and-recreation/
facilities/pools/rock-n-river-water-park

And this one fits just right! A water park 
featuring a giant pool, waterslides, an action 

river, and Rock’N Birthday and Big Splash 
Birthday parties. There is a swim-up 

concession stand, plus the Watering Hole, 
offering ice cream, drinks, and snacks. 

Daily passes range from $6 to $20, 
depending on age. Plan your 

water park day soon.

Texas Science &  
Natural History Museum

UT Campus
OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SUNDAY. 

CLOSED MONDAY.
www.sciencemuseum.utexas.edu

I didn’t know that! This Austin museum offers 
an immersive prehistoric exhibit featuring 

fossils found in the area. Discover your place in 
the natural world. Unearth the stories of Texas’ 

unique natural history and its connection 
to the world around us. Enjoy free fourth 
Sundays for families, a museum store, 

and museum memberships. This is 
a great educational and fun 

experience.

Hooky Entertainment
Hutto

OPEN DAILY, 9 A.M. TO MIDNIGHT.
www.hookyentertainment.com/ 

hutto/home
Get out of your house and into ours! Enjoy 

IMAX, SDX, in-theater dining, bowling, arcade 
games, a restaurant, and private parties. We 

also offer All In Summer Passes, Hooky gift 
cards, and a prize redemption center. We are 

always up to something fun.

Please support our advertisers. 13June 2026
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CAMP	 AGES	 WEBSITE	 PHONE	 LOCATION

SUMMER CAMP
ARMSTRONG COMMUNITY MUSIC SCHOOL	 3-10 yrs   	 www.acmsaustin.org    	 512-474-2331    	 W
ART CAMPS OF CORDOVAN ART SCHOOL	 5-16 yrs	 www.cordovanartschool.com	 512-275-4040	 CP/NW/SW/RR/GT
AUSTIN WALDORF CAMPS	 3.5-15 yrs  	 www.austinwaldorf.org/community/summer-camp  512-288-5942  	 S
BADGERDOG CREATIVE WRITING CAMPS      	 9-18 yrs       	 www.austinlibrary.org/creative-writing-camps    	 512-542-0076     	 C
BAT CAVE WRITING CAMP	 7-18 yrs  	 www.austinbatcave.org  		  C
BRANDY PERRYMAN SHOOTING CAMP  	 7-16 yrs 	 www.bperrymanshootingcamp.com  		  N/S/W/SW/CP/RR/GT
CAMP CHAMPIONS	 6-17 yrs	 www.campchampions.com	 830-598-2571	 Marble Falls, TX
CAMP DOUBLECREEK	 4-14 yrs	 www.campdoublecreek.com	 512-255-3661	 PF
CAMP SWITCH WILLO	 6-13 yrs	 www.switchwillo.com	 512-920-0554	 N
CAMP WARRIOR ST. MICHAEL'S PREP	 4-18 yrs	 www.smcprep.org/student-life/summer-camps	 512-327-7755	 SW
CARPE DIEM SUMMER CAMP  	 5-12 yrs  	 www.carpediempreschool.com  	 512-957-9159  	 L
COUNTRY HOME LEARNING CENTER	 5-13 yrs	 www.countryhomelearningcenter.com	 512-288-8220	 N/S	
DANCE DISCOVERY	 3-18 yrs	 www.dancediscovery.com	 512-419-7611	 C/RR
ENDEAVOR MONTESSORI SUMMER CAMP  	 5-10 yrs  	 www.endeavormontessori.com  	 512-572-0400  	 PF	
FANTASTIC MAGIC CAMP  	 5-15 yrs	 www.magiccamp.com 	 512-988-3045  	 N/C
IDEA LAB	 5-13 yrs	 www.austin.idealabkids.com	 512-710-9654	 C/N/NW
JUMP! GYMNASTICS 	 3-10 yrs	 www.jumpgymnastics.com/campjump	 512-593-6226	 N/S/NW/H
KIDSACTING SUMMER CAMPS	 4-18 yrs	 www.kidsactingstudio.com	 512-836-5437	 16 locations 
MAD SCIENCE SUMMER CAMPS	 4-12 yrs	 www.madscience.org	 512-892-1143 	 Multiple
MASTER GOHRING TAI CHI AND KUNG FU	 4-Adult	 www.mastergohring.com	 512-879-7553	 C
NEWK’S OUTBACK ADVENTURE CAMP             	 8-17 yrs       	 www.newktennis.com               	 830-625-9105     	 New Braunfels, TX
NITRO SWIM	 Inf-Adult	 www.nitroswim.com	 512-259-7999	 NW/LT
PARAGON PREP SUMMER CAMP	 3-8th	 www.paragonprep.org	 512-459-5040	 N	
PENFOLD THEATRE	 1-12th  	 www.penfoldtheatre.org/summer-camps  	 512-850-4849  	 RR
SPARTAN CAMP @ ST. STEPHEN'S  	 6-18 yrs 	 www.sstx.org	 512-327-1213  	 SW
SPICEWOOD COUNTRY CAMP	 3.5-10.5 yrs	 www.spicewoodcountry.com	 512-346-2992	 NW
STEPPING STONE SCHOOLS	 5-11 yrs	 www.steppingstoneschool.com	 512-459-0258	 15 locations
STICKY FINGERS COOKING  	 5-13 yrs  	 www.stickyfingerscooking.com  	 512-955-7550  	 14 locations
SUGAR & SPICE RANCH CAMP	 5 & up	 www.texashorsecamps.com	 830-460-8487	 Bandera, TX
SYNERGY DANCE   	 3-18 yrs      	 www.synergydancestudio.com    	 512-327-4130    	 W
THINKERY	 K-3rd  	 www.thinkeryaustin.org/camp/summer  	 512-469-6200 	 C
UT RTF SUMMER CAMP  	 6-18 yrs 	 www.rtf.utexas.edu/camps  	 512-471-4191  	 C
ZACH SUMMER CAMPS	 4-10 yrs	 www.zachtheater.org/zach-youth/camps	 512-476-0541  	 C/CP
	
DAY CAMP
ARMSTRONG COMMUNITY MUSIC SCHOOL	 3-10 yrs   	 www.acmsaustin.org    	 512-474-2331    	 W
ART CAMPS OF CORDOVAN ART SCHOOL	 5-16 yrs	 www.cordovanartschool.com	 512-275-4040	 CP/NW/SW/RR/GT
AUSTIN WALDORF CAMPS	 3.5-15 yrs  	 www.austinwaldorf.org/community/summer-camp  	 512-288-5942  	 S
BADGERDOG CREATIVE WRITING CAMPS      	 9-18 yrs       	 www.austinlibrary.org/creative-writing-camps    	 512-542-0076     	 C
BAT CAVE WRITING CAMP	 7-18 yrs  	 www.austinbatcave.org  		  C
BRANDY PERRYMAN SHOOTING CAMP  	 7-16 yrs 	 www.bperrymanshootingcamp.com  		  N/S/W/SW/CP/RR/GT
CAMP DOUBLECREEK	 4-14 yrs	 www.campdoublecreek.com	 512-255-3661	 PF
CAMP SWITCH WILLO	 6-13 yrs	 www.switchwillo.com	 512-920-0554	 N
CAMP WARRIOR ST. MICHAEL'S PREP	 4-18 yrs	 www.smcprep.org/student-life/summer-camps	 512-327-7755	 SW
CARPE DIEM SUMMER CAMP  	 5-12 yrs  	 www.carpediempreschool.com  	 512-957-9159  	 L

LOCATIONS
N, C, S, E, W, NW, SW  
for Austin locations

B for Buda 
BR for Burnet 

BT for Bertram

CP for Cedar Park 
GT for Georgetown

H for Hutto

L for Leander
LT for Lake Travis
PF for Pflugerville

OL for Online
RR for Round Rock
SM for San Marcos

Check Out all the Camps Around Austin • Go to www.austinfamily.com for more information
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COUNTRY HOME LEARNING CENTER	 5-13 yrs	 www.countryhomelearningcenter.com	 512-288-8220	 N/S	
DANCE DISCOVERY	 3-18 yrs	 www.dancediscovery.com	 512-419-7611	 C/RR
ENDEAVOR MONTESSORI SUMMER CAMP  	 5-10 yrs  	 www.endeavormontessori.com  	 512-572-0400  	 PF		   
FANTASTIC MAGIC CAMP  	 5-15 yrs	 www.magiccamp.com 	 512-988-3045  	 N/C
IDEA LAB	 5-13 yrs	 www.austin.idealabkids.com	 512-710-9654	 C/N/NW
JUMP! GYMNASTICS  	 3-10 yrs	 www.jumpgymnastics.com/campjump	 512-593-6226	 N/S/NW/H
KIDSACTING SUMMER CAMPS	 4-18 yrs	 www.kidsactingstudio.com	 512-836-5437	 16 locations 
MAD SCIENCE SUMMER CAMPS	 4-12 yrs	 www.madscience.org	 512-892-1143 	 Multiple
MASTER GOHRING TAI CHI AND KUNG FU	 4-18 yrs	 www.mastergohring.com	 512-879-7553	 C
NITRO SWIM	 Inf-Adult	 www.nitroswim.com	 512-259-7999	 NW/LT
PARAGON PREP SUMMER CAMP	 3-8th	 www.paragonprep.org	 512-459-5040	 N	
PENFOLD THEATRE	 1-12th  	 www.penfoldtheatre.org/summer-camps  	 512-850-4849  	 RR
SPARTAN CAMP @ ST. STEPHEN'S  	 6-18 yrs 	 www.sstx.org	 512-327-1213  	 SW
SPICEWOOD COUNTRY CAMP	 3.5-10.5 yrs	 www.spicewoodcountry.com	 512-346-2992	 NW
STEPPING STONE SCHOOLS	 5-11 yrs	 www.steppingstoneschool.com	 512-459-0258	 15 locations
STICKY FINGERS COOKING  	 5-13 yrs  	 www.stickyfingerscooking.com  	 512-955-7550  	 14 locations
SYNERGY DANCE   	 3-18 yrs      	 www.synergydancestudio.com    	 512-327-4130    	 W
THINKERY	 K-3rd  	 www.thinkeryaustin.org/camp/summer  	 512-469-6200 	 C
UT RTF SUMMER CAMP  	 6-18 yrs 	 www.rtf.utexas.edu/camps  	 512-471-4191  	 C
ZACH SUMMER CAMPS	 4-10 yrs	 www.zachtheater.org/zach-youth/camps	 512-476-0541  	 C/CP

OVERNIGHT CAMP
CAMP CHAMPIONS	 6-17 yrs	 www.campchampions.com	 830-598-2571	 Marble Falls, TX
SPARTAN CAMP @ ST. STEPHEN'S  	 6-18 yrs 	 www.sstx.org	 512-327-1213  	 SW
SUGAR & SPICE RANCH CAMP	 5 & up	 www.texashorsecamps.com	 830-460-8487	 Bandera, TX

ACADEMIC CAMP
AUSTIN WALDORF CAMPS	 3.5-15 yrs  	 www.austinwaldorf.org/community/summer-camp  	 512-288-5942  	 S
BADGERDOG CREATIVE WRITING CAMPS      	 9-18 yrs       	 www.austinlibrary.org/creative-writing-camps    	 512-542-0076     	 C
CAMP WARRIOR ST. MICHAEL'S PREP	 4-18 yrs	 www.smcprep.org/student-life/summer-camps	 512-327-7755	 SW
CARPE DIEM SUMMER CAMP  	 5-12 yrs  	 www.carpediempreschool.com  	 512-957-9159  	 L
COUNTRY HOME LEARNING CENTER	 5-13 yrs	 www.countryhomelearningcenter.com	 512-288-8220	 N/S	
IDEA LAB	 5-13 yrs	 www.austin.idealabkids.com	 512-710-9654	 C/N/NW
MAD SCIENCE SUMMER CAMPS	 4-12 yrs	 www.madscience.org	 512-892-1143 	 Multiple
PARAGON PREP SUMMER CAMP	 3-8th	 www.paragonprep.org	 512-459-5040	 N
PENFOLD THEATRE	 1-12th  	 www.penfoldtheatre.org/summer-camps  	 512-850-4849  	 RR
SPARTAN CAMP @ ST. STEPHEN'S  	 6-18 yrs 	 www.sstx.org	 512-327-1213  	 SW
SPICEWOOD COUNTRY CAMP	 3.5-10.5 yrs	 www.spicewoodcountry.com	 512-346-2992	 NW
STEPPING STONE SCHOOLS 	 5-11 yrs	 www.steppingstoneschool.com	 512-459-0258	 15 locations
THINKERY	 K-3rd  	 www.thinkeryaustin.org/camp/summer  	 512-469-6200 	 C
	
ARTS CAMP
ARMSTRONG COMMUNITY MUSIC SCHOOL	 3-10 yrs   	 www.acmsaustin.org        	 512-474-2331    	 W
ART CAMPS OF CORDOVAN ART SCHOOL	 5-16 yrs	 www.cordovanartschool.com	 512-275-4040	 CP/NW/SW/RR/GT
BAT CAVE WRITING CAMP	 7-18 yrs  	 www.austinbatcave.org  		  C
DANCE DISCOVERY	 3-18 yrs	 www.dancediscovery.com	 512-419-7611	 C/RR	
ENDEAVOR MONTESSORI SUMMER CAMP  	 5-10 yrs  	 www.endeavormontessori.com  	 512-572-0400  	 PF	
FANTASTIC MAGIC CAMP  	 5-15 yrs	 www.magiccamp.com 	 512-988-3045  	 N/C
KIDSACTING SUMMER CAMPS 	 4-18 yrs	 www.kidsactingstudio.com	 512-836-5437	 16 locations
SPARTAN CAMP @ ST. STEPHEN'S  	 6-18 yrs 	 www.sstx.org	 512-327-1213  	 SW
STICKY FINGERS COOKING  	 5-13 yrs  	 www.stickyfingerscooking.com  	 512-955-7550  	 14 locations
ZACH SUMMER CAMPS	 4-10 yrs	 www.zachtheater.org/zach-youth/camps	 512-476-0541  	 C/CP
	
SPORTS CAMP
BRANDY PERRYMAN SHOOTING CAMP  	 7-16 yrs 	 www.bperrymanshootingcamp.com  		  N/S/W/SW/CP/RR/GT
CAMP SWITCH WILLO	 6-13 yrs	 www.switchwillo.com	 512-920-0554	 N
CAMP WARRIOR ST. MICHAEL'S PREP	 4-18 yrs	 www.smcprep.org/student-life/summer-camps	 512-327-7755	 SW
JUMP! GYMNASTICS	 3-10 yrs	 www.jumpgymnastics.com/campjump	 512-593-6226	 B/C/S
MASTER GOHRING TAI CHI AND KUNG FU	 4-18 yrs	 www.mastergohring.com	 512-879-7553	 C
NITRO SWIM	 Inf-Adult	 www.nitroswim.com	 512-259-7999	 NW/LT
SPARTAN CAMP @ ST. STEPHEN'S  	 6-18 yrs 	 www.sstx.org	 512-327-1213  	 SW
SPICEWOOD COUNTRY CAMP	 3.5-10.5 yrs	 www.spicewoodcountry.com	 512-346-2992	 NW
STEPPING STONE SCHOOLS	 5-11 yrs	 www.steppingstoneschool.com	 512-459-0258	 15 locations
SUGAR & SPICE RANCH CAMP	 5 & up	 www.texashorsecamps.com	 830-460-8487	 Bandera, TX
	
TRADITIONAL CAMP
CAMP CHAMPIONS	 6-17 yrs	 www.campchampions.com	 830-598-2571	 Marble Falls, TX
CAMP DOUBLECREEK	 4-14 yrs	 www.campdoublecreek.com	 512-255-3661	 PF



View the magazine online at www.austinfamily.com 16 June 2026

Check Out all the Camps Around Austin • Go to www.austinfamily.com for more information

Join us for Spartan Summer Camp at 
St. Stephen’s! Choose from more than 
20 fun and engaging sessions from 
sports, arts and enrichment.

JUNE / AGES 6-18 / FULL, HALF-DAY 
& RESIDENTIAL SESSIONS

sstx.org/summer-camps

REGISTER 
TODAY!

NEW CAMPS
RECENTLY ADDED!SPARTAN

SUMMER
CAMP

AT ST. STEPHEN’S

https://www.austinlibrary.org/badgerdog
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Book Camp
2026 now!

Make STEAM
Summer

Memories

https://www,kidsactingstudio.com
https://www.synergydancestudio.com
http://www.austin.madscience.org
https://www.newkstennis.com
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SPECIAL OFFER 

$25 off  
any 1/2 day camp

ARTART  
CAMPS!

Sale applies to 5 day camps.  
Cannot be combined with other offers. 

Expires June 30, 2026

5 Austin-Area Locations

CordovanArtSchool.com 

Ages 5-16 
Extended Care available!

USE CODE
CAMP26

Register now! www.JumpGymnastics.com 512-593-6226

Camp JUMP!
Voted Most Fun
Summer Camp!

Camps are weekly
June 1 - August 14

Ages *3-10
*Must be potty trained

1-5JUNE
8-12JUNE
15-19JUNE
22-26JUNE

Princesses and Dragons
Fairytale Adventure

Cirque du Jump!
How to Train Your

Dragon

29 -JUN
6-10JULY
13-17JULY
20-24JULY

Renaissance Revival
Olympic Stars

Rainforest Funfari
Pirates!

3JUL

27-31JULY

10-14AUGUST

Shipwreck
Discovering Atlantis

Magical Creatures
3-7AUGUST

$150 deposit per week/per child
10% sibling discount

HALF DAY (9:00-1:00) $355
FULL DAY (8:30-3:00) $445

EXTENDED DAY (8:30-5:00) $545

https://idealabkids.com/location/austin/
https://www.cordovanartschool.com
https://www.jumpgymnastics.com
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ACMSaustin.org • 512-474-2331

Learn

Create

ConneCt

Check Out all the Camps Around Austin • Go to www.austinfamily.com for more information

https://thebestbarberatx.com
https://www.riovistafarm.net
https://www.rtf.texas.edu/camps
https://www.playlandskatecenter.com
https://www.ACMSaustin.org
http://www.countryhomelearningcenter.com
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Father’s Day is an opportunity to reflect on all the reasons we love our 
dads. Put those thoughts on display with a decorative memory board 
that highlights what makes Dad so special. 

What You Need:

• Clothespins

• Fabric, yarn, or ribbon

• Glue or fasteners

• Paint and paintbrushes or markers

• Scissors

• �Wood, paper, cardboard, or another sturdy 
surface

What You Do:

Step 1: Cut your fabric swatch to the desired size.

Step 2: Paint your wood or chosen surface. Allow time for it to dry 
completely.

Step 3: Write “Reasons We Love Dad,” or another meaningful phrase, 
on the surface. Add your list of favorite reasons. For this version, 
painted clothespins hold colorful pieces of construction paper.

Step 4: Glue the decorated surface onto the fabric.

Step 5: Cut the yarn or ribbon to size, then glue or fasten it to the 
fabric swatch for hanging.

Once everything has dried, your Father’s Day gift is ready to wrap and 
share.

The Greater Austin YMCA celebrates fathers and caregivers 
year-round with opportunities for family fun in its pools, gyms, 
playgrounds, fitness centers, and special events. Learn more at www.
austinymca.org.

Father’s Day  
Memory Board
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QMy husband, kids, and I have 
very different vacation interests. 
The girls and I love outdoor 

adventures, while my husband and 
the boys prefer amusement parks and 
structured activities. We usually vacation 
together, but would there be benefits 
to taking separate vacations? What do 
you recommend for building family unity 
while vacationing?

AThere can be benefits to 
occasionally taking separate 
vacations based on interests. 

The girls may enjoy outdoor adventures 
more fully, while the boys and your 
husband may appreciate the structure 
and excitement of amusement parks. 
Everyone gets activities they truly enjoy.

However, there is also a downside to 
consider. If separate vacations become 
the pattern year after year, you may 
unintentionally create divided family 
memories. You and the girls will share 
meaningful experiences together, while 
your husband and the boys create their 
own traditions separately. Over time, 
that can affect family unity.

A balanced approach often works 
best. Here are several ideas to help 
strengthen family connections while still 
honoring individual interests:

1.	 Create one-on-one experiences. 
Spend individual time with each 
child during vacations or throughout 
the year. Your husband should do 
the same. Personal attention helps 
build lasting memories and stronger 
relationships.

2.	 Make less exciting activities 
interactive. Museums, historical 
sites, or long tours can become 
more engaging with a simple 
scavenger hunt or treasure search. 
Challenge children to locate certain 
exhibits, artifacts, or landmarks 
along the way.

3.	 Research creative vacation options. 
Families today are exploring 
many types of travel, including 
volunteer vacations, educational 
tours, adventure trips, and family 
cruises. One family I met during a 
tour of Turkey traveled with four 
children and turned the trip into 
a cultural learning experience. 
Volunteer vacations can also teach 
responsibility and can strengthen 
college or scholarship applications.

4.	 Discuss the family budget openly. 
Older children benefit from 
understanding vacation costs and 
learning how financial decisions  

are made. Including them in the 
planning process can encourage 
cooperation and realistic 
expectations.

5.	 Share memories together afterward. 
After each vacation, hold a family 
conversation where everyone 
shares favorite moments, lessons 
learned, and photos. This creates 
connection, even when experiences 
differ.

Families handle vacations in many 
ways. Some give each child a special 
individual trip. Others alternate solo 
vacations between parents. Large 
families may simply pile into cars and 
visit relatives across the country.

I am not opposed to separate vacations 
from time to time, but I do believe 
shared experiences remain important. 
A combination of family trips and 
occasional interest-based travel can 
create both individual joy and lasting 
family unity.

FAMILY

Separate Trips,  
Stronger Family? 

VISITAR www.austinfamily.com VISITAR www.austinfamily.com 
¿Viajes Separados, Familia Más ¿Viajes Separados, Familia Más 
Fuerte?Fuerte?

Family Matters
DR.  BETTY RICHARDSON
Richardson, PhD, RN, CS, LPC, LMFT, is an 
Austin-based psychotherapist.
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 calendar

Check our calendar online, which is updated daily. Any family-friendly events can be posted at  
www.austinfamily.com and will be made live once approved. Certain restrictions apply.

Go to www.austinfamily.com for expanded listings.

June 2026
Mon 1

Ice Cream with Southern Snow. 1 to  
2:30 p.m. Stop by our new West location 
for a packaged ice cream from local food 
truck Southern Snow. West Library, 21209 
State Hwy 71 W. www.laketravislibrary.org.

Snow Cones with Southern Snow. 1 to  
2:30 p.m. Stop by our Lakeway location 
for a snow cone from local food truck 
Southern Snow. Lakeway Library,  
1938 Lohmans Crossing,  
www.laketravislibrary.org.

Tue 2

Hometown Parklet Shows. 11:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Tasty tunes for every appetite. 
Downtown Round Rock, 221 E. Main St. 
www.roundrocktexas.gov.

Baby Lapsit. 2 p.m. Come prepared to sit 
with your baby in your lap to experience 
stories, fingerplays, songs, and bounce 
rhymes. Westbank Community Library, 
1309 Westbank Dr.  
www.westbanklibrary.com.

Kids Krafternoon. 5 to 6 p.m. Arts, crafts, 
and other activities for ages 5 and up. 
No registration required. Wells Branch 
Community Library, 15001 Wells Port Dr. 
www.wblibrary.org.

Wed 3

Music on Main. 7 to 9 p.m. Bring the family 
to experience live music spanning across 
all genres. FREE. Prete Plaza, 221 E. Main St. 
www.roundrocktexas.gov.

Thu 4

Art for Teens: Stamped Tote Bags. 4 to 
5:30 p.m. Teens and tweens are invited 
to get crafty. Each month we will have a 
new project. All materials will be provided. 
Westbank Community Library, 1309 
Westbank Dr. www.westbanklibrary.com.

CONTINUED: Hometown Parklet Shows, 
see Tue 2.

Fri 5

GOAT (2026) - Community Cinema.  
8 to 11 p.m. Bring chairs, a blanket, family, 
and friends for a special screening. 
Community Cinema, 9301 Hog Eye Rd. 
FREE. www.mlf.org.

Sat 6

Youth Fishing Clinic. 8 to 11 a.m. Alongside 
Texas Parks and Wildlife, this event is for 
children looking to learn the basics of 
fishing, tying a hook to a line, casting, and 
bait. FREE. www.cityofkyle.gov.

Kyle Market Days. 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Enjoy 
beautiful Texas mornings, stretch your 
legs, and support local vendors. Mary Kyle 
Hartson Park, 101 S. Burleson St.  
www.cityofkyle.gov.

Trailside Market. 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. A 
unique, shopping experience where 
farmers, artisans and local vendors set 
up storefronts and hosted by the Round 
Rock Parks and Recreation Department. 
Memorial Park, 600 N. Lee St.  
www.roundrocktexas.gov.

5th Midsummer Festival. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Get ready for fun for the whole family. Old 
Bakery & Emporium, 1006 Congress Ave. 
FREE. www.austintexas.org.

Sun 7

15th Celebrando Salsa & Heritage 
Festival 2026. 3 to 8 p.m. The vibrant 
event brings artists from Puerto Rico 
together with Indian classical dance. JCC 
Austin Community Hall & Performance 
Center, 7300 Hart Ave. $5 - $25.  

Hartman Foundation Concerts in 
the Park. 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. The spring, 
ensemble concerts are fun for all-ages. 
Pets are welcome. Bring a lawn chair, 
blanket, insect repellant, and beverages 
to stay hydrated. FREE. Hartman Concert 
Lawn at the Long Center, 701 W. Riverside 
Dr. www.austinsymphony.org.

Mon 8

Art for Teens: Painted Gnome. 4:30 p.m. 
Hang out and relax with a simple craft. 
Westbank Community Library, 1309 
Westbank Dr. www.westbanklibrary.com.

Tue 9

Round Rock Express Triple Play 
Tuesday. 6:45 to 9:45 p.m. Gates open 
at 6:00 p.m. vs El Paso Chihuahuas. Dell 
Diamond, 3400 E. Palm Valley Blvd.  
www.mlb.com.

CONTINUED: Hometown Parklet Shows, 
see Tue 2; Baby Lapsit, see Tue 2; Kids 
Krafternoon, see Tue 2.

Wed 10

ASO Tuneful Tales. Children and adults 
can experience the magic of the 
performing arts. A series of concerts and 
engaging art experiences designed for 
families of young children. Events feature 
an English version followed by a Spanish 
version. FREE. Various Austin Library and 
H-E-B locations. 
www.austinsymphony.org.

Sprouts. 10 to 11 a.m. Tailored for children 
ages 3 to 5, Sprouts is a celebration 
of nature play, led by trained guides. 
Wildflower Center, 4801 La Crosse Ave. 
www.wildflower.org.

Art: Stamped Tote Bags. 4:30 p.m. 
Elementary children are invited to get 
crafty. Each month we will have a new 
project. All materials will be provided. 
Laura Bush Community Library, 9411 Bee 
Cave Rd. www.westbanklibrary.com.

Round Rock Express $1 Hot Dogs.  
6:45 to 9:45 p.m. Gates open at 6:00 p.m. 
vs El Paso Chihuahuas. $1 Hot Dogs. Dell 
Diamond, 3400 E. Palm Valley Blvd.  
www.mlb.com.

CONTINUED: Music on Main, see Wed 3. 

Thu 11

Round Rock Express Bark in the Park.  
6:45 to 9:45 p.m. Gates open at 6:00 p.m. 
vs El Paso Chihuahuas. Dell Diamond, 
3400 E. Palm Valley Blvd. www.mlb.com.

CONTINUED: Hometown Parklet Shows, 
see Tue 2.

Fri 12

BK Bones’ Mini Museum and Paleo 
Party. 1 to 2:30 p.m. Join us for a dinosaur 
party. West Library, 21209 State Hwy 71 W. 
www.laketravislibrary.org.

Round Rock Express Friday 
Fireworks. 7:05 to 10:05 p.m. Gates open 
at 6:00 p.m. vs El Paso Chihuahuas. Come 
see the fireworks. Dell Diamond, 3400 E. 
Palm Valley Blvd. www.mlb.com.

Moonlight Movie Nights. 7:30 to 10 p.m. 
Experience movie magic. Yonders Point, 
3103 Aten Loop. www.roundrocktexas.gov.

Superman (2025) - Community 
Cinema. 8 to 11 p.m. Grab chairs and a 
blanket, bring family and friends, and 
enjoy a special screening. Community 
First Village, 9301 Hog Eye Rd. FREE.  
www.mlf.org.

June Movie in the Park. 8:30 to 10:30 
p.m. Grab your crew, power down the 
consoles, and build the perfect summer 
night, hosted by the City of Kyle Parks and 
Recreation. Gregg-Clarke Park, 1231 W. 
Center St. www.cityofkyle.gov.

Sat 13

Kyle Market Days. 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Enjoy 
beautiful Texas mornings, stretch your 
legs, and support local vendors. Mary Kyle 
Hartson Park, 101 S. Burleson St.  
www.cityofkyle.gov.

http://www.mlb.com
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Watch eight Central Texas high schools bring their brightest 
students to face off in a fast-paced competition! 

High School Quiz Show: Austin is streaming FREE now 
on the PBS app & Youtube.

AUSTIN’S NEWEST GAME 
SHOW IS STREAMING NOW!

Pop Up Play Day Series. 9 to 11 a.m. 
Join us at various neighborhood 
parks throughout the summer for 
family activities, music, dance, and 
refreshments. FREE.  
www.roundrocktexas.gov.

Discovery Day: Prehistoric Life. 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Step back in time and explore 
the fascinating world of the Ice Age. 
Wildflower Center, 4801 La Crosse Ave. 
www.wildflower.org.

Arcade. 1 to 3 p.m. All-ages are welcome 
to play Mario Kart and Super Smash Bros. 
Participants can bring their own gaming 
device. Laura Bush Community Library, 
9411 Bee Cave Rd.  
www.westbanklibrary.com.

Round Rock Express Nolan Ryan Bobble 
Card Giveaway. 7:05 to 10:05 p.m. Gates 
open at 6:00 p.m. vs El Paso Chihuahuas. 
Dell Diamond, 3400 E. Palm Valley Blvd. 
www.mlb.com.

Juneteenth Celebration. Celebrate with 
the citizens of Buda. Buda City Hall,  
405 Loop St. www.discoverbudatx.com.

CONTINUED: Trailside Market, see Sat 6; 
ASO Tuneful Tales, see Wed 10.

Sun 14

Family Day: Garden of Rainbows. 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Mark your calendars for a day in 
the garden. UMLAUF Sculpture Garden & 
Museum, 605 Azie Morton Rd.  
www.umlauf.org.

Round Rock Express Kids Day. 6:05 to 
9:05 p.m. Gates open at 5:00 p.m. vs El 
Paso Chihuahuas. Free inflatables and 
train rides. Dell Diamond, 3400 E. Palm 
Valley Blvd. www.mlb.com.

CONTINUED: Hartman Foundation 
Concerts in the Park, see Sun 7.

Mon 15

Musician: Hot Toast. 1 p.m. Hot Toast 
Music is an immersive musical experience 
including catchy original songs, DIY 
instruments, storytelling, and big 
movements that invite kids to participate 
in the fun. Laura Bush Community Library, 
9411 Bee Cave Rd.  
www.westbanklibrary.com.

CONTINUED: ASO Tuneful Tales, see  
Wed 10.

Tue 16

CONTINUED: Baby Lapsit, see Tue 2; 
Hometown Parklet Shows, see Tue 2;  
Kids Krafternoon, see Tue 2.

Wed 17

CONTINUED: Music on Main, see Wed 3; 
ASO Tuneful Tales, see Wed 10.

Thu 18

“Animals Rock” with Lucas Miller, The 
Singing Zoologist. 1 p.m. Calling all animal 
lovers to join in the fun of singing songs 
about cheetahs, prairie dogs, and wild 

animals. Laura Bush Community Library, 
9411 Bee Cave Rd.  
www.westbanklibrary.org.

CONTINUED: Hometown Parklet Shows, 
see Tue 2.

Fri 19

Central Texas Juneteenth. 10 a.m. to  
10 p.m. Participate in the celebration, 
parade and festival. Rosewood 
Neighborhood Park, 2300 Rosewood Ave.  
www.austintexas.gov.

“Down on the Farm” with Ramblin’ 
Rita. 10:30 a.m. Ramblin› Rita rounds 
up with stories and songs with puppets 
perfect for little buckaroos, and they help 
her complete her daily chores. Westbank 
Community Library, 1309 Westbank Dr. 
FREE. www.westbanklibrary.org.

Tea Party. 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Join us in your 
finest outfits for an afternoon of tasty tea 
and treats. Laura Bush Community Library, 
9411 Bee Cave Rd.  
www.westbanklibrary.org.

Austin Reptile Shows. 1 to 3 p.m. Join 
Austin Reptiles for a come-and-go event 
where kids can ask questions and hold 
live reptiles. West Library, 21209 State Hwy 
71 W. www.laketravislibrary.org.

Juneteenth Block Party. 5 to 9 p.m. Come 
celebrate with us. Robin Bledsoe Park,  
601 S. Bagdad Rd. www.leandertx.gov.

 

Sat 20

Hutto Market Days. 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Inside 
the gin at the Hutto co-op, spend your 
Saturday shopping, strolling, and support 
a special lineup of local makers, artisans, 
and vendors. The Gin at Hutto Co-op,  
420 U.S. 79. www.huttotx.gov.

Juneteenth Festival. 6 to 11:30 p.m. The 
Voice Inc., the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity 
Omicron Nu Nu Chapter are back. The 
event is organized by Round Rock Parks 
and Recreation Department. FREE. Parking 
is $10 and cash only. Yonders Point,  
3103 Aten Loop. www.roundrocktexas.gov.

CONTINUED: Trailside Market, see Sat 6; 
ASO Tuneful Tales, see Wed 10.

Sun 21

Father’s Day

Juneteenth Celebration at the Neill-
Cochran House Museum. 12 to 4 p.m.  
Commemorate the end of slavery and 
honor equality. Neill-Cochran House 
Museum, 2310 San Gabriel St.  
www.nchmuseum.org.

Tue 23

CONTINUED: Baby Lapsit, see Tue 2; 
Hometown Parklet Shows, see Tue 2; 
Kids Krafternoon, see Tue 2; ASO Tuneful 
Tales, see Wed 10. 
 
 

https://www.pbskids.org
http://www.discoverbudatx.com
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Wed 24

CONTINUED: Music on Main, see Wed 3; 
ASO Tuneful Tales, see Wed 10; Sprouts, 
see Wed 10.

Thu 25

Luling Watermelon Thump. 5 to 11:59 p.m. 
For over 70 years, Luling has honored the 
hard work of local watermelon farmers 
with a festival celebrating all things 
watermelon. Watermelon Thump Pavillion, 
319 E. Davis St. $5 and up.  
www.watermelonthump.com.

CONTINUED: Hometown Parklet Shows, 
see Tue 2.

Fri 26

Matt Tardy: Master of Juggling & 
Mayhem. 1 to 2 p.m. Matt Tardy presents 
a world-class performance packed with 
incredible juggling, clean quick-witted 
comedy, audience participation, and 
daring feats of Lakeway. Lakeway Library, 
1938 Lohmans Crossing.  
www.laketravislibrary.org.

Friday Film Club. 3 to 5 p.m. Fridays this 
summer, all-ages are invited to watch 
G and PG-rated movies. Wells Branch 
Community Library, 15001 Wells Port Dr. 
www.wblibrary.org.

Dive-In Movie. 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Join 
the City of Kyle’s Parks and Recreation 
Department for a showing of Luca (PG). 
Registration is required due to pool 

capacity. FREE. James Adkins Pool,  
1100 W. Center St. www.cityofkyle.gov.

CONTINUED: Luling Watermelon Thump, 
see Thu 25. 
Sat 27

Austin Reptile Show. 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Bring the kids to experience live reptiles. 
Wells Branch Community Library,  
15001 Wells Port Dr. www.wblibrary.org.

Bilingual Sing-Along Show with Tio 
Toto. 11 a.m. Join in the fun of bilingual 
songs, silly dances, and surprising 
instruments. The audience becomes the 
band in this fun sing-along show. Leander 
Public Library, 1011 S. Bagdad.  
www.leandertx.gov.

Mad Science Show. 11:30 a.m. Spin, Pop, 
Boom. The audience will be amazed when 
the Mad Scientist defies gravity in this 
energetic and spectacular special event. 
Laura Bush Community Library, 9411 Bee 
Cave Rd. www.westbanklibrary.com.

Chinese Cultural Exploration Day.  
2:30 to 4:30 p.m. In lieu of regular learning 
sessions at our Chinese Learning 
Playground program, we will practice 
calligraphy. Westbank Library, 1309 
Westbank Dr. www.westbanklibrary.com.

中文游乐园-Chinese Learning 
Playground.  2:30 to 4:30 p.m. A Mandarin 
Chinese study group for school-age 
children. University of Texas at Austin,  
110 Inner Campus Dr. www.utexas.edu.

CONTINUED: ASO Tuneful Tales, see Wed 
10; Luling Watermelon Thump, see  
Thu 25.

Sun 28

H-E-B Free Fourth Sunday. 1 to 5 p.m. 
Enjoy FREE museum admission all-day 
during H-E-B Free Fourth Sundays. Texas 
Science & Natural History Museum,  
2400 Trinity St. FREE.  
www.sciencemuseum.utexas.edu.

CONTINUED: Luling Watermelon Thump, 
see Thu 25.

Mon 29

Little Craft Lab. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Open to 
ages 2 to 6. Leander Public Library,  
1011 S. Bagdad. www.leandertx.gov.

Tue 30

Adaptive Field Day. 6 to 8 p.m. Join the 
City of Kyle Parks and Recreation for an 
evening of inclusion, movement, and fun. 
FREE. Lake Kyle Park, 700 Lehman Rd.  
www.cityofkyle.gov.

Round Rock Express Triple Play 
Tuesday. 6:45 to 9:45 p.m. Gates open at 
6:00 p.m. vs Albuquerque Isotopes. Dell 
Diamond, 3400 E. Palm Valley Blvd.  
www.mlb.com.

CONTINUED: Baby Lapsit, see Tue 2; Kids 
Krafternoon, see Tue 2.

http://www.sciencemuseum.utexas.edu
http://www.mlb.com
https://www.wilcotxpartyrentals.com
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TRACIE SEED
Seed is an Austin-based writer who is passionate about all things relating to family. She’s 
a maker and storyteller who shares whimsical art, sewing, and upcycling tutorials on her 
YouTube and TikTok channels, Freckled Fairy Upcycled. She enjoys spending time with 
loved ones and her fur babies, Roxy and Hazel.

Laguna GloriaLaguna Gloria

A c. 1920 photograph of the house and lawn facing northeast. Similar 
architectural details are visible between the Higgins and Sevier House. 
Source: Austin, Texas City of the Violet Crown and Austin, the Friendly City 
and Her Neighbors, DeGolyer Library Digital Collections. 

Laguna Gloria today. Image courtesy of The Contemporary Austin. 
Photograph by Brian Fitzsimmons.

ThenThen
Set along the Colorado River at the base of Mount Bonnell, 
Laguna Gloria began as a landscape shaped by water, 
wildlife, and generations of human connection. Before 
Austin expanded westward, the area was defined by natural 
springs, limestone cliffs, and open prairie. For centuries, Native 
American tribes, including the Comanche, traveled through 
the corridor, relying on the springs as a dependable water 
source, even during droughts.

By the 1840s, settlers recognized the site’s advantages. In 
1846, a small Mormon community established one of Austin’s 
first mills here, using spring water to power grinding and 
lumber production. Although flooding eventually ended the 
operation, the area continued to attract residents and visitors. 
By the mid-19th century, Mount Bonnell and the surrounding 
riverbanks had become popular destinations for picnics, 
gatherings, and scenic overlooks of the Colorado River Valley.

In 1914, Clara Driscoll returned to Texas after years in Europe. 
Known for helping preserve the Alamo, she and her husband, 
Hal Sevier, selected a 28-acre tract overlooking the river and 
hired architect Harvey L. Page to design an Italian-inspired 
villa. Completed in 1916, the roughly 15,000-square-foot 
home featured stucco walls, arched openings, asymmetrical 
stonework, and sweeping terraces. Details including a carved 
panel made from Alamo rafters and a limestone window 
inspired by Mission San José reflected Driscoll’s commitment 
to Texas history. In 1943, she donated the property to the Texas 
Fine Arts Association.

NowNow
Today, Laguna Gloria, operated by The Contemporary Austin, 
is a 14-acre museum campus where contemporary art is 
integrated throughout the historic estate. Following a 2011 
merger with the Jones Center and a 2013 rebranding, the site 
underwent continued updates, including shoreline stabilization 
projects and expanded outdoor exhibition space.

Sculpture and installation art are central to the experience. 
Visitors encounter Tom Friedman’s 33-foot stainless steel 
sculpture “Looking Up,” installed in 2015, alongside “Miffy 
Fountain” by Tom Sachs. On the terrace, SUPERFLEX’s “Lost 
Money” embeds thousands of coins into the surface, 
referencing the 2008 financial crisis. These works appear 
alongside historic pathways, gardens, and architectural 
features, creating a layered visual experience that connects 
the site’s past with its evolving artistic identity.

The grounds remain one of Laguna Gloria’s defining features. 
Formal gardens transition into wooded trails, including Lovers 
Lane, which leads to the Temple of Love overlooking Lake 
Austin. The Gatehouse Gallery hosts rotating exhibitions, while 
the villa continues to showcase original architectural details 
and lake views.

Laguna Gloria also serves as an educational hub and is home 
to one of the nation’s largest museum-affiliated art schools. 
The campus offers hundreds of classes annually for children 
and adults, along with seasonal programming and family-
friendly events. 



ARTISTS &
ATHLETES

SUMMER BREAK CAMP 2026

Big Imaginations. Bigger Moves!

Spaces are Limited!
Join us for Summer Break Today!

(512) 459-0258 | www.SteppingStoneSchool.com 

http://www.steppingstoneschool.com

